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SUBJECT: SPACE SHUTTLE CONTINGENCY PLANNING 
REF: STATE 134038 

1 . EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT US APPROACH TO TURKISH GOVERNMENT 
TO OBTAIN ITS AUTHORIZATION FOR USE OF INCIRLIK CDI AS 
EMERGENCY LANDING SITE FOR SPACE SHUTTLES SHOULD, AND CAN, BE 
KEPT ENTIRELY SEPARATE FROM POLITICAL ISSUES BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES. 

2. ALTHOUGH AGREEMENT ON RESCUE OF ASTRONAUTS, RETURN OF 
ASTRONAUTS, AND RETURN OF OBJECTS LAUNCHED INTO OUTER SPACE, 

TO WHICH TURKEY IS A SIGNATORY, APPARENTLY DOES NOT BIND 
TURKEY TO PARTICIPATE IN A STANDING EMERGENCY PROCEDURE 

OF THE KIND NOW BEING ARRANGED, EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT 
TURKEY, AS SIGNATORY TO THAT AGREEMENT, WOULD BE PREDISPOSED 
TO USE OF INCIRLIK FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

3. WE WOULD, IN FACT, SUPPOSE THAT TURKISH GOVERNMENT MIGHT 
EVEN BE FLATTERED TO PROVIDE ONE OF ONLY FOUR EMERGENCY SPACE 
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SHUTTLE LANDING SITES IN THE WORLD. TURKEY PRIDES ITSELF ON 
ITS CONTRIBUTIONS TO INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION AND IS SEEKING 
A SEAT ON THE COUNCIL OF THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION 
ORGANIZATION IN RECOGNITION OF ITS CLAIM. WE BELIEVE THAT 
TURKISH GOVERNMENT WOULD VIEW TURKEY'S DESIGNATION AS A SPACE 
SHUTTLE LANDING SITE WITH SIMILAR PRIDE. 
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4. IN SHORT, EMBASSY DOES NOT KNOW OF ANY REASONS WHY US 
SHOULD NOT APPROACH TURKISH GOVERNMENT ON THIS SUBJECT. WE 
SUGGEST THAT APPROACH BE MADE SIMULTANEOUSLY IN WASHINGTON AND 
ANKARA, IN THE LATTER PLACE, AT A MIDDLE LEVEL WITHIN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
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